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Art in Public Places 

• The Art in Public Places Act signed 
into law 1986. History 

• Designates 1% of appropriations 
exceeding $100K for new 
construction or renovation (excludes 
infrastructure) are set aside for the 
acquisition of works of art. 

Policy 

• 1% of total eligible appropriation is 
automatically transferred to AIPP by 
the Department of Finance and 
Administration. 

Funds 



Impact 

• More than 30 million dollars has 
been appropriated for public art 
projects in New Mexico since 1986. 

More than 
$30 million 

Appropriated  

• More than 3,000 artworks have 
been placed in all 33 New Mexico 
Counties. 

More 3,000 
Artworks 

• AIPP has more than $6 million in 
funds to spend. 

More than $6 
million in funds 



State Revenue Impacts on Program 

• General Fund 
• General Obligation Bonds 
• Severance Tax Bonds 

 
Funding Sources 

 

 
• AIPP is subject to legislative sweeps  

(2015 & 2016, 2016 Special 
Legislative Session, 2017, & 2020 
Special Legislative Session) 

 

State Revenue 
Impacts on 
Program 

• Contact us, if you have questions 
about a specific appropriation to see 
if your funds were affected.  

2020 



Important 

• Sites receiving multiple appropriations 
over an extended period may 
consolidate AIPP funds for a single larger 
project. 

Multiple 
Appropriations 

• AIPP funds do not expire or revert. No Expiration 

• When capital funds are reauthorized, the 
AIPP funds stay with the original site, 
unless the site will not be built, in which 
case the funds become auxiliary. 

Reauthorized 
Funds 



Eligibility  

Is your capital appropriation 
more than $100K for a building? 

Does the appropriation include 
language such as: “to plan, 
construct, renovate, equip and 
provide improvements?” 

Your project is probably eligible 
for AIPP under state statute. 



Process 

AIPP works by 
region and will 

notify 
sites/communities 

of available 
public art funds 

Contact us with 
questions about 
available funds 

and if there is an 
eligible project to 
move forward in 
your community. 

New Mexico Arts 
Local Governments, Sites, 
Communities 



Programs 
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Made for the 
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Direct Purchase Program 

 New Mexico, Regional, & National Artists 
 Artworks juried by New Mexico stakeholders 
 Artworks priced from $1,000 - $125,000, --

depending on call 
 Selected works are shown to potential buyers 
 Process takes less than one year to complete 

 
 



Direct Purchase Program 

 Odd Numbered Years 
 Artworks are priced 

from $1,000 - 
$20,000 

 Open only to artists & 
galleries in New 
Mexico 

 
 
 

 Even Numbered Years 
 Artworks priced from 

$20,000 - $40,000 
 Open to regional 

artists & galleries (AZ, 
CO, NM, OK, TX & 
UT) 
 
 

 

New Mexico Only Acclaimed Artists Series 



Large Scale 

 As Needed 
 Artworks priced from 

$35,000 to $125,000 
 Works tend to be 

larger to monumental in 
scale 

 Open to regional 
artists & galleries (AZ, 
CO, NM, OK, TX & UT) 
 



Native & Indigenous Artist Initiative 

 Offered for the first 
time in 2019 

 Artworks are priced 
from $1,000 - $50,000  

 Open to Native 
American, Native 
Hawaiian, and Alaska 
Native artists who reside 
in the United States as 
well as galleries in the 
United States 
 



Site Specific Commissions 

 Work in Consultation 
with a local selection 
committee 

 Develop project intent 
for RFQ 

 Review, interview, select 
artist/artist team 

 More than $100k 
projects 

 Process can take 2-4 
years. 



Commission Process 

 Form a Local Selection 
Committee 

 Prospectus Development 
Meeting & Draft Prospectus 

 Call for Artists 

 Online Jury Process 
 Finalist Selection Meeting 
 Finalist Presentation 

Meeting (up to five finalists 
present proposals) 

 Artist/artist team selected 
 



T.I.M.E. 

 Temporary projects 
(90 days of less) in 
rural NM communities 

 Smaller budget 
projects 

 Open to New Mexico 
Artists 

 Funded by the 
National Endowment 
for the Arts 



How it Works 

 AIPP drafts contracts. 
 Upon acceptance of an 

artwork AIPP pays the 
artist. 

 Price of artwork is all-
inclusive (framing, delivery, 
installation, & plaque) 

 Site/owner agency owns 
the artwork (responsible for 
maintenance, restoration, 
repair, inventory, & 
insurance) 
 



Questions??? 

Michelle Laflamme-Childs 

Executive Director 

(505) 827-6490 Office 

Michelle.Laflamme-
C@state.nm.us 

 

 

Anna Blyth 

Public Art Project Coordinator 

(505) 827-6490 Office 

Anna.Blyth@state.nm.us 

 

Meredith Doborski 

Public Art Project Coordinator 

(505) 827-6490 Office 

Meredith.Doborski@state.nm.us 

 

 

Contact the Public Art Team Public Art Project Coordinators 

Thank you! 
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